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Methodology for a Systematic Search on Homelessness Among Older People 
 

Note from the authors: This document was created with two readers in mind: those who are 

interested in the intersections of homelessness and aging, as well as those interested in the details 

of a systematic review on the topic of homelessness among older people. The main section of 

this document outlines the methods used to compile a comprehensive list of resources pertaining 

to homelessness among older people. The appendices that follow provide a more detailed outline 

of the process of the systematic review in order to provide guidance to researchers wishing to 

replicate the search. The challenges of conducting a systematic review in this area of research are 

also discussed. We hope that researchers and students will build on this list in order to develop 

new insights on the topic. Please feel free to contact us with additional references or your 

research—we’d be happy to provide a link to relevant projects from our website.  

 

The purpose of this review was to identify and assess the state of literature pertaining to 

homelessness among older people, and to test whether it was possible to compile a 

comprehensive list by means of a systematic review (i.e., the ‘gold standard’ of many journals). 

It was difficult to identify a broad literature in this new domain of research at the outset of the 

project. Formal searches identified a selected group of authors publishing most of the work in the 

area, including J. Bottomley, C. Cohen, M. Crane, A. M. Warnes, and O. Washington. Apart 

from this, the literature on homelessness in general, and in social gerontology was relatively 

sparse. In 2010, we began an initial literature review for the project proposal through available 

databases such Web of Science, google, and the Social Sciences Index; we supplemented our 

findings using a snowball technique. A few years into the project in 2013, we had over 100 

articles addressing homelessness among older people. Reviewer comments on a submitted 

journal article however, prompted us to return to the database in order to conduct a more 

systematic review. This document details the findings of that review, in light of our previous 

research report (Grenier, et al., 2013; see http://aginghomelessness.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/10/Literature-Review-Aging-and-Homelessness.pdf).  

 

The systematic literature search was conducted using the Web of Science databases in June 

2014.  Web of Science was accessed through the McMaster University library website, using 
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McMaster University’s institution subscription to the databases. Web of Science collection 

aggregates scholarly works from five separate indices: 1] Arts & Humanities Citation Index, 2] 

Science Citation Index Expanded, 3] Social Sciences Citation Index, 4] Conference Proceedings 

Citation Index – Science, and 5] Conference Proceedings Citation Index – Social Sciences & 

Humanities.  Over 8,000 academic journals are catalogued in these databases.  

 

Our search quickly identified that a straightforward search identifying articles on homelessness 

among older people could not simply be produced using a combination of search terms queried 

in the existing databases. Research librarians at McMaster University suggested using complex 

search strategies and formulas involving all relevant terms of interest.  However, we found that 

once these terms were searched together, very few results would appear, some of which were not 

relevant to this project. After encountering this problem, a separate librarian advised us that the 

search was too complex (e.g., the numbers of terms required to capture ‘age’ and the 

phenomenon of homelessness), and that we would benefit from a more manual approach.  

Despite the sophistication of the databases searched, and the complex nature of our search, we 

needed to return to manual search methods in order to identify relevant articles. 

 

The search began using several key terms used to refer to older adults or later life.  These terms 

included: “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, and “late life”.  These terms 

were paired with a group of terms referring to homelessness.  These terms included: “homeless”, 

“homelessness”, “unhoused”, “displaced”, “precariously housed”, “houseless”, “marginally 

housed” and “on the street”.  This search yielded many results, although upon review many 

were deemed to be unrelated to the topic of homelessness among older people. A detailed 

description of this search, as well as a list of relevant results found using this search strategy is 

included in Appendix A.    

 

We concluded that this initial search, while yielding many relevant results, was too broad.  The 

team made a decision to clarify the search terms to those most directly focused on the question at 

hand: homelessness among older people. Initial searches involving all of the terms and phrases 

referring to homelessness (listed above) were examined, and it became clear that in some cases, 

the search terms produced works that did not directly pertain to older homeless populations.  
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Many of the identified articles focused on broader issues of homelessness, or housing issues, 

with little direct link to this review. Our concern was to know more about the specific group of 

older people who became homeless—this included people who age in conditions of 

homelessness (e.g., those who ‘age on the streets’) as well as those who became homeless for the 

first time in late life. What we found, was that many citations included digital ‘tags’ on 

homelessness or older adulthood, that caused them to appear in search results. While many of 

these works could be considered generally helpful, they were excluded for being outside our area 

of interest. That is, they did not help us to identify what was known about homelessness among 

older people, or the specificities that occurred in relation to age and late life. Also, our funded 

project focuses on those who are already homeless, rather than those at ‘risk’. To refine the 

search in order to identify only the most relevant articles, we decided that the most effective 

search terms to systematically identify relevant content on homelessness among older people 

would include only the terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, and “unhoused” alongside the list of 

terms referring to older adults (listed above).  This search led to a more focused set of results.  

More information on this step, as well as a full list of relevant works that were found using this 

search, is also included in Appendix A.  

 

After a detailed assessment of the results from the initial search, we compared results to the 

resources that we had previously acquired. It appeared that the systematic review did not yet 

cover those we had already identified through the snowball technique. We returned to our search 

terms, in the aim of not missing valuable results by means of conducting a systematic review. In 

addition to the terms from the initial search, three new terms referring to older adults were used, 

including “aging”, “ageing” and “aged”.  Therefore, the list of terms used to refer to older 

adults in this updated search was as follows: “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old 

age”, “late life”, “aging”, “ageing” and “aged” were used in the search. As mentioned above, 

this broad search allows for all articles mentioning one or more of these key words to appear in 

the results. In this updated search, we also attempted the search using a different combination of 

search terms referring to homelessness. The terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, 

“shelter users”, and “emergency shelters” were also included. These terms were searched 

alongside the age-related terms (listed above).   
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This search yielded many relevant results, many of which had not been found through previous 

searches.  Specific details on this search, as well as the full list of relevant results that were found 

using this search, are included in Appendix B. Again, in our review, we made the decision to 

focus exclusively on older persons who are currently homeless (i.e., those who aged while 

homeless, and those new to homelessness in late life), rather than individuals who are marginally 

or precariously housed. The Canadian Homelessness Research Network’s four-part definition of 

homelessness states that those who are at risk of becoming homeless are often not considered in 

the definition of homeless. That is, they speak to a slightly different population with different 

needs. It is for this reason that for the purposes of the current funded project, the search terms 

“precariously housed” and “marginally housed” were omitted from the final literature search. 

This is however, certainly an important area for future research. 

 

In an attempt to compile as comprehensive list of works pertaining to older homeless adults as 

possible, we combined the relevant results from both the initial search and the updated search 

(found in Appendices A and B, respectively).  Together, the results from these previous searches 

formed a list of 274 results: 132 relevant results from the initial search (including 4 from the “on 

the streets” search), and 138 relevant results from the updated search.  All duplicates were 

removed. This left a list of 149 sources that were identified by the systematic review, all directly 

pertaining to older homeless adults. This comprehensive list produced by means of a systematic 

review is included at the end of this section. Additionally, we have included a list of English 

sources that we have found relevant throughout the project, but that did not appear in any of the 

searches outlined in this review. In fact, some of these sources do not directly relate to older 

homelessness, and would have been excluded from our systematic review. Nonetheless, we offer 

them as potential sources of knowledge. These sources, along with a more detailed description, 

are included in Appendix C.  We are also in the process of replicating this search in French.  
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Comprehensive List of Relevant Articles  

•  Produced by Systematic Review  (149 Sources) 

	
  
Abdul-Hamid, W. (1997). The elderly homeless men in Bloomsbury hostels: Their needs for 

services. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 12(7), 724-727. 

 

Aguilar, R. (2013). Old, female and homeless life on San Francisco's streets for women over 50 

is filled with hardships, small: And large. Nation, 296(6), 24-26. 

 

Barak, Y., & Cohen, A. (2003). Characterizing the elderly homeless: A 10-year study in 

Israel. Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics, 37(2), 147-155. doi:10.1016/S0167-

4943(03)00043-8 

Bicknell, J. (2012). Delivering care for the aged homeless. Australasian Journal on Ageing, 31, 

5-15. doi:10.1111/j.1741-6612.2012.00602.x 

Bissonnette, A. (2001). Elder homelessness - where is the outrage? Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VIII-IX. 

 

Bissonnette, A., & Hijjazi, K. (1994). Elder homelessness - a community perspective. Nursing 

Clinics of North America, 29(3), 409-416. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Elder homelessness: Part I - introduction. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VI-VIII. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Energy assistance programs: Keeping older adults housed and 

warm. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 17(1), 71-81. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Health care and homeless older adults. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 17(1), 1-21. 
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Bottomley, J., Bissonnette, A., & Snekvik, V. (2001). The lives of homeless older adults: Please, 

tell them who I am. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 50-64. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. (2012). Characteristics of US emergency department visits by 

older homeless adults: Results from a nationally representative survey. Gerontologist, 52, 

385-385. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. A. (2013). Characteristics of emergency department visits by 

older versus younger homeless adults in the United States. American Journal of Public 

Health, 103(6), 1046-1051. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2012.301006 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Geriatric syndromes in older 

homeless adults. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 27(1), 16-22. doi:10.1007/s11606-

011-1848-9 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Factors associated with 

geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics 

Society, 60, S47-S47. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Geriatric syndromes in older 

homeless adults. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 27(1), 16-22. doi:10.1007/s11606-

011-1848-9 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Factors associated with 

geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 24(2), 456-468. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Use of acute care services 

among older homeless adults. Gerontologist, 53, 37-37. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Grande, L. J., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Use of acute care 

services among older homeless adults. Jama Internal Medicine, 173(19), 1831-1834. 

doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.6627 
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Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Patel, M., Ard, K. L., Blazey-Martin, D., et al. (2012). 

Use of health services in older homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics 

Society, 60, S49-S49. 

 

Brown, R. T., Kimes, R. V., Guzman, D., & Kushel, M. (2010). Health care access and 

utilization in older versus younger homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 21(3), 1060-1070. 

Brown, R., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. (2010). Geriatric conditions in older homeless 

adults. Gerontologist, 50, 27-27. 

Brown, R., Bharel, M., Kiely, D. K., & Mitchell, S. L. (2011). Association of geriatric 

syndromes with acute health care use in older homeless adults. Gerontologist, 51, 43-44. 

 

Bruckner, J. (2001). Walking a mile in their shoes: Sociocultural considerations in elder 

homelessness. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 15-27. 

 

Carder, P., & Mandle, J. (2010). Stories from older persons experiencing homelessness in a 

modern skid row neighborhood. Gerontologist, 50, 403-404. 

Chekuri, L., Turturro, C. L., Lewallen, J. P., & Mittal, D. (2014). Changing demographic trends 

in elderly homeless: Findings in a homeless sample from Little Rock. American Journal of 

Geriatric Psychiatry, 22(3), S100-S101. 

Chekuri, L., Turturro, C. L., Mittal, D., & Sullivan, G. (2013). A comparison of individual level 

risk factors for homelessness among older and younger adults: Findings in a homeless 

sample from Little Rock. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 21(3), S112-S113. 

 

Cohen, C. (1999). Aging and homelessness. Gerontologist, 39(1), 5-14. 

Cohen, C., & Sokolovsky, J. (1983). Toward a concept of homelessness among aged 

men. Journals of Gerontology, 38(1), 81-89. 
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Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1992). Project rescue - serving the homeless and 

marginally housed elderly. Gerontologist, 32(4), 466-471. 

 

Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1993). Outcomes for the mentally-ill in a program for 

older homeless persons. Hospital and Community Psychiatry, 44(7), 650-656. 

 

Cohen, C., Ramirez, M., Teresi, J., Gallagher, M., & Sokolovsky, J. (1997). Predictors of 

becoming redomiciled among older homeless women. Gerontologist, 37(1), 67-74. 

 

Cohen, C., Sokolovsky, J., & Crane, M. (2001). Aging, homelessness, and the law. International 

Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 24(2-3), 167-181. doi:10.1016/S0160-2527(01)00067-X 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The mental-health of old homeless men. Journal of 

the American Geriatrics Society, 36(6), 492-501. 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The physical well-being of old homeless 

men. Journals of Gerontology, 43(4), 121-128. 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., Holmes, D., & Roth, E. (1988). Survival strategies of older homeless 

men. Gerontologist, 28(1), 58-65. 

 

Crane, M. (1994). The mental-health problems of elderly people living on London 

streets. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 9(2), 87-95. 

doi:10.1002/gps.930090202 

 

Crane, M. (1998). The associations between mental illness and homelessness among older 

people: An exploratory study. Aging & Mental Health, 2(3), 171-180. 

doi:10.1080/13607869856641 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. (2000). Policy and service responses to rough sleeping among older 

people. Journal of Social Policy, 29, 21-36. doi:10.1017/S0047279400005808 
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longitudinal study. Ageing & Society, 27, 891-918. doi:10.1017/S0144686X07006319 
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Appendix A – Initial Search 

 

Identifying comprehensive search terms to identify articles on the population group of older 

people is challenging in any topic related to aging. Medical literature tends to use the term ‘the 

elderly’, with the terms ‘older’ being used in sociology or social gerontology, and ‘older adult’ in 

practice contexts. A variety of terms that refer to older people were identified for our search. The 

terms “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, and “late life” were employed in 

the systematic search.  This initial search was constructed to identify all articles that contained 

one or more of these terms.  This search yielded 1,106,339 results.  

 

In order to identify articles specifically pertaining to homelessness in later life, terms and phrases 

referring to homelessness were added to the search. Our first attempt was to be as broad and 

inclusive as possible in order to identify as many articles on the subject as possible. Terms and 

phrases identified as relevant included “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, “displaced”, 

“precariously housed”, “houseless”, “marginally housed” and “on the street”.  This search 

yielded 3,696 results, many of which were not directly relevant.	
  

	
  
After manually assessing the results, researchers determined that many of the articles found were 

not directly relevant to topic at hand.  In particular, the phrase “on the street” was found to yield 

more irrelevant results than relevant. For example, several articles that appeared in the search 

results were related to the idea of older adults acting as “eyes on the street” in troubled 

neighbourhoods. To overcome this, with the goal of a systematic search in mind, a separate 

search containing only the terms referring to older adults (i.e., those mentioned above) and the 

phrase “on the street” was conducted. This search yielded 76 results. These results were 

examined manually to determine whether the works were relevant to older homeless populations. 

Four of the results were identified as relevant to our purposes of identifying the state of the 

literature on homelessness among older people. The four relevant references are listed below.  
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Results from “On the street” Search (4 sources) 

	
  
Kane, M. N., Green, D., & Jacobs, R. (2013). Perceptions about homeless elders and community 

responsibility. Educational Gerontology, 39(11), 840-855. 

doi:10.1080/03601277.2013.767582 

 

Kramer, B., & Barker, J. (1996). Homelessness among older American Indians, Los Angeles, 

1987-1989. Human Organization, 55(4), 396-408. 

 

Passarella Bretas, A. C., Marcolan, J. F., Rosa, A. d. S., Leao Fernandes, F. S., & Raizer, M. V. 

(2010). Who told you to grow old and live on the streets? Revista Da Escola De 

Enfermagem Da Usp, 44(2), 476-481. 

 

Pottieger, A., & Inciardi, J. (1981). Aging on the street - drug-use and crime among older 

men. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 13(2), 199-211. 

 

After determining that many of the results produced in this search were not relevant to the topic, 

the search terms were changed. The terms “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old 

age”, and “late life” were searched alongside the terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, and 

“unhoused”.  This search yielded 771 results. As with the previous search, these results were 

examined manually to determine their relevance to the topic. A total of 163 results were 

determined to be directly pertaining to older homeless populations.   

 

This list was then scanned for duplicates.  Two references were removed, leaving a total of 161 

references.  All book reviews were removed as well, but the books that were reviewed were 

added. This left a total of 132 references.  These references are listed below.  
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Appendix B – Updated Search 
 

After a detailed review of the initial search, we identified that a few critical terms were missing 

from the initial search. Additional age-related terms were added to the search.  The terms “older 

adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, “late life”, “aging”, “ageing” and “aged” 

were searched.  The search with these additional words yielded 2,619,818 results.  

 

The terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, “shelter users”, and “emergency 

shelters” were also added to the search.  The exact search was as follows: 

 

(“older adult” or senior or elder or elderly or “old age” or “late life” or aging or ageing or aged) 

 

AND 

 

(homeless or homelessness or unhoused or “shelter users” or “emergency shelters”) 

 

The search yielded 1,896 results.  

 

These 1,896 results were examined manually to determine their relevance. A total of 167 

references were determined to be directly pertaining to older homeless populations. Once again, 

duplicates and book reviews were removed. This left a total of 138 citations.  These relevant 

findings are included below.   
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Appendix C – Other Relevant Sources (84 sources) 
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identified throughout the project.  We identified 84 sources from the project that did not appear 

in the systematic review.  The majority of these sources broadly concern homelessness, although 

several pertain directly to homelessness in older adults.  This list is included below.   

 

 

Abbott, P., & Sapsford, R. (2005). Living on the margins. Policy Studies, 26(1), 29-46. 

 

Beynon, C. M. (2009). Drug use and ageing: Older people do take drugs! Age and Ageing, 38(1). 

 

Bhui, K., Shanahan, L., & Harding, G. (2006). Homelessness and mental illness: A literature 

review and a qualitative study of perceptions of the adequacy of care. International Journal 

of Social Psychiatry, 52(2), 152-165. 

 

Blazer, D. G. & Wu, L. T. (2009). The epidemiology of at-risk and binge drinking among 

middle-aged and elderly community adults: National survey on drug use and health. The 

American Journal of Psychiatry, 166(10), 1162-1169. 

 

Browne, A., & Bassuk, S. S. (1997). Intimate violence in the lives of homeless and poor housed 

women: Prevalence and patterns in an ethnically diverse sample. American Journal of 

Orthopsychiatry, 67(2), 261-278. 

 

Burns, V., Grenier, A., Lavoie, J.P., Rothwell, D., & Sussman, T. (2012). Les personnes âgées 

itinérantes — invisibles et exclues. Une analyse de trois stratégies pour contrer l’itinérance. 

Frontières, 25 (1), 31-56. 

 

Canadian Homelessness Research Network (2012). Canadian definition of homelessness, 

retrieved September 20, 2013 from www.homelesshub.ca/CHRNhomelessdefinition. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

57 

Canadian Institute for Health Information (2007). Improving the health of Canadians: Mental 

health and homelessness. Ottawa: CIHI. 

 

Chevalier, S., & Fournier, L. (2009). Appel de propositions- Le portrait de l'initérance au 

Québec. Québec: Fonds de recherche sur la société et la culture. Retrieved August 10, 2010, 

from http:www.fqrsc.gouv.qc.ca/upload/nouvelle_223.pdf. 

 

Crane, M. (1999). Understanding older homeless people: their circumstances, problems and 

needs. Open University Press. 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. (2005). Responding to the needs of older homeless people. Innovation: 

The European Journal of Social Science Research, 18(2), 137-152. 

 

Crane, Ma. & Warnes, A. M. (2010). Homelessness among older people and service responses. 

Reviews in Clinical Gerontology, 20(04), 354-363.  

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. M. (2005). Responding to the needs of older homeless people: The 

effectiveness and limitations of British services. Innovation: The European Journal of Social 

Science Research, 18(2), 137–152. doi:10.1080/13511610500096434 

 

Crowe, C., & Hardill, K. (1993). Nursing research and political change: The street health report. 

The Canadian Nurse, 89(1), 21-24. 

 

Culhane, D. P., & Metraux, S. (2008). Rearranging the deck chairs or reallocating the lifeboats? 

Homelessness assistance and its alternatives. American Planning Association. Journal of the 

American Planning Association, 74(1), 111-121. 

 

Dennis, C. B., McCallion, P., & Ferretti, L. A. (2012). Understanding implementation of best 

practices for working with the older homeless through the lens of self-determination theory. 

Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 55(4), 352-366. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

58 

Denton, M., & Boos, L. (2007). The gender wealth gap: Structural and material constraints and 

implications for later life. Journal of Women and Aging, 19(3/4), 105-120. 

 

Dietz, T., & Wright, J. D. (2005). Victimization of the elderly homeless. Care Management 

Journals, 6(1), 15-21. 

 

Eberle, M.P., Kraus, D., & Serge, L. (2001). Homelessness - causes and effects, background 

report: A profile and policy review of homelessness in the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, 

and Alberta. Government of BC. 

 

Echenberg, H., & Jensen, H. (2008). Defining and enumerating homelessness in Canada. PRB- 

08-30-E. Ottawa: Library of Parliament, Social Affairs Division. Retrieved October 5, 2013, 

from http://www.parl.gc.ca/content/lop/researchpublications/prb0830-e.htm. 

 

Edmondston, B., & Fong, E. (Eds.) (2011). The Changing Canadian Population. Kingston: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

 

Frankish, J. C., Hwang, S. W., & Quantz, D. (2005). Homelessness and health in Canada: 

Research lessons and priorities. Canadian Journal of Public Health, 96, S23 - S29. 

 

Gaetz, S., Donaldson, J., Richter, T., & Gulliver, T. (2013). The state of homelessness in Canada 

2013. Toronto: Canadian Homelessness Research Network Press. Retrieved November 11, 

2013, from http://www.homelesshub.ca/(S(dp2ng045tmqvvifvve3eob3v))/Library/ The- 

State-of-Homelessness-in-Canada-2013-55941.aspx. 

 

Gonyea, J. G., Mills-Dick, K., & Bachman, S. S. (2010). The complexities of elder 

homelessness, a shifting political landscape and emerging community responses. J Gerontol 

Soc Work, 53(7), 575-590.  

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

59 

Gonyea, J. G., Mills-Dick, K., & Bachman, S. S. (2010). The complexities of elder 

homelessness, a shifting political landscape and emerging community responses. Journal of 

Gerontological Social Work, 53(7), 575-590. 

 

Greater Vancouver Shelter Strategy. (2013). Sheltering homeless seniors literature review. 

Retrieved October 5, 2013, from http://www.gvss.ca/Other-Docs.html. 

 

Greenwood, R. M., Schaefer-McDaniel, N. J., Winkel, G., & Tsemberis, S. J. (2005). Decreasing 

psychiatric symptoms by increasing choice in services for adults with histories of 

homelessness. American Journal of Community Psychology, 36(3-4), 223-238. 

 

Grenier, A., Barken, R., Sussman, T., Rothwell, D., Lavoie, J.P. (2013). Literature review: Aging 

and homelessness. Gilbrea Centre for Studies on Aging, McMaster University.  

 

Grossman, S. F., & Lundy, M. (2003). Use of domestic violence services across race and 

ethnicity by women aged 55 and older: The Illinois experience. Violence Against Women, 

9(12), 1442-1452. 

 

Hahn, J. A., Kushel, M. B., Bangsberg, D. R., Riley, E.& Moss, A. R. (2006). Brief Report : the 

aging of the homeless population: fourteen-year trends in San Francisco. J Gen Intern Med, 

21(7), 775-778.  

 

Hibbs, J. R., Benner, L., Klugman, L., Spencer, R., Macchia, I., Mellinger, A. K., & Fife, D. 

(1994). Mortality in a cohort of homeless adults in Philadelphia. The New England Journal 

of Medicine, 331(5), 304-309. 

 

Horn, A. (2008). Medical care for the homeless elderly. Care Management Journals, 9(1), 25-30. 

 

Hulchanski, J. D. (2000). A New Canadian Pastime? Counting Homeless People. University of 

Toronto. Retrieved Nov. 2, 2013, from 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

60 

http://www.urbancenter.utoronto.ca/pdfs/researchassociates/Hulch_CountingHomelessPe 

ople.pdf. 

 

Hwang, S. W. (2001). Homelessness and health. Canadian Medical Association Journal, 164(2), 

229-233. 

 

Hwang, S. W., Colantonio, A., Chiu, S., Tolomiczenko, G., Kiss, A., Cowan, L., . . . Levinson, 

W. (2008). The effect of traumatic brain injury on the health of homeless people. Canadian 

Medical Association Journal, 179(8), 779-784. 

 

Johnsen, S., Cloke, P., & May, J. (2005). Transitory spaces of care: serving homeless people on 

the street. Health and Place, 11(4), 323-336. 

 

Kennedy, A. C., Agbenyiga, D. L., Kasiborski, N., & Gladden, J. (2010). Risk chains over the 

life course among homeless urban adolescent mothers: Altering their trajectories through 

formal support. Children and Youth Services Review, 32(12), 1740-1749. 

 

Khandor, E., & Mason, K. (2008). Research Bulletin # 3: Homelessness and crack use. Toronto: 

The Street Health Report, 2007. 

 

Kim, M. M., Ford, J. D., Howard, D. L., & Bradford, D. W. (2010). Assessing trauma, substance 

abuse, and mental health in a sample of homeless men. Health and Social Work, 35(1), 39-

48. 

 

Klodawsky, F. (2009). Home spaces and rights to the city: Thinking social justice for chronically 

homeless women. Urban Geography, 30(6), 591-610. 

 

Kushel, M. B., Evans, J. L., Perry, S., Robertson, M. J., & Moss, A. R. (2003). No door to lock: 

Victimization among homeless and marginally housed persons. Archives of Internal 

Medicine, 163(20), 2492-2499. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

61 

Laird, G. (2007). Homelessness in a growth economy: Canada’s 21st century paradox. Calgary: 

Sheldon Chumir Foundation for Ethics in Leadership. 

 

Lee, B. A, & Schreck, C.J. (2005). Danger on the streets: Marginality and victimization among 

homeless people. American Behavioral Scientist, 48(8), 1055-81. 

 

Lee, B. A., Tyler, K. A., & Wright, J. D. (2010). The new homelessness revisited. Annual 

Review of Sociology, 36, 501. 

 

Lynch, J. (2001). The age-orientation of social policy regimes in OECD countries. Journal of 

Social Policy, 30(3), 411-436. 

 

Martins, D. C. (2008). Experiences of homeless people in the health care delivery system: A 

descriptive phenomenological study. Public Health Nursing, 25(5), 420. 

 

McDonald, L., Dergal, J., & Cleghorn, L. (2004). Homeless older adults research project: 

Executive summary. Toronto: University of Toronto. 

 

McDonald, L., Dergal, J., & Cleghorn, L. (2007). Living on the margins: older homeless adults 

in Toronto. J Gerontol Soc Work, 49(1-2), 19-46. 

 

McDonald, L., Donahue, P., Janes, J. & Cleghorn, L. (2006). In from the streets: The health and 

well being of formerly homeless older adults: National Research Program of the National 

Homelessness Initiative, from 

http://homeless.samhsa.gov/ResourceFiles/NRP_027_EN_InFromtheStreets__The_Healt 

h_and_Well_Being.pdf. 

 

McDonald, L., Donahue, P., Janes, J., Cleghorn, L. (2006). In From the Streets : The Health and 

Well-being of Formerly Homeless Older Adults. Toronto, Ontario : Institute for Life Course 

and Aging, 2006. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

62 

McGhie, L., Barken, R., & Grenier, A. (2013). Literature review on housing options for older 

homeless people. Gilbrea Centre for Studies on Aging, McMaster University. 

 

Mental Health Commision of Canada (2012). At Home/Chez Soi interim report. Retrieved 

September 30, 2013, from http://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca. 

 

Metraux, S., & Culhane, D. P. (2006). Recent incarceration history among a sheltered homeless 

population. Crime and Delinquency, 52(3), 504-517. 

 

Mott, S. (2012). Modelling patterns of shelter use at the Old Brewery Mission: Describing 

program populations, and applying a typology of homelessness. (Master’s thesis). McGill 

University, Montreal. 

 

Mott, S., Moore, M., & Rothwell, D. (2012). Addressing homelessness in Canada: Implications 

for intervention strategies and program design. Montreal: Centre for Research on Children 

and Families, McGill University. 

 

North, C., Smith, E., & Spitznagel, E. L. (1994). Violence and the homeless: An epidemiologic 

study of victimization and aggression Journal of Traumatic Stress, 7(1), 95-110. 

 

O’Connel, James (2005) Premature Mortality in Homeless Populations: A Review of the 

Literature, Nashville: National Health Care for the Homeless Council, Inc. 

 

Old Brewery Mission (2009-2010). Documents internes. Montreal: Old Brewery Mission. 

 

Padgett, D. K., Smith, B. T., Henwood, B. F., & Tiderington, E. (2012). Life course adversity in 

the lives of formerly homeless persons with serious mental illness: Context and meaning. 

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 82(3), 421-430. 

 

Peressini, T. (2007). Perceived reasons for homelessness in Canada: Testing the heterogeneity 

hypothesis. Canadian Journal of Urban Research, 16(1), 112-126. 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

63 

 

Power, R., & Hunter, G. (2001). Developing a strategy for community-based health promotion 

targeting homeless populations. Health Education Research, 16(5), 593-602. 

 

Rahder, B. (2006). The crisis of women’s homelessness in Canada: Summary of the CERA 

report. Women and Environments International Magazine, 38-39. 

 

Rank, M. R., & Williams, J. H. (2010). A life course approach to understanding poverty among 

older American adults. Families in Society, 91(4), 337-341. 

 

Rapsim (2010). L’itinérance à la hausse : Raison pour agir! Retrieved August 17, 2010, from 

http://rapsim.org/fr/default.aspx?sortcode=1.0andid_article=54starting=ending=. 

 

Rich, A. R., & Clark, C. (2005). Gender differences in response to homelessness services. 

Evaluation and Program Planning, 28(1), 69-81. 

 

Saldov, M., & Chow, P. (1994). The ethnic elderly in metro Toronto hospitals, nursing homes, 

and homes for the aged: Communication and health care. International Journal of Aging and 

Human Development, 38(2), 117-135. 

 

Schanzer, B., Dominguez, B., Shrout, P. E., & Caton, C. L. M. (2007). Homelessness, health 

status, and health care use. American Journal of Public Health, 97(3), 464-469. 

 

Segaert, A. (2012). The National Shelter Study: Emergency Shelter use in Canada (2005-2009). 

Ottawa. Homelessness Partening Secretariat, Human Ressources and Skills Development 

Canada. 

 

Serge, L., & Gnaedinger, N. (2003). Housing options for the elderly or chronically ill shelter 

users. Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

64 

Sermons,	
  M.	
  W.,	
  &	
  Henry,	
  M.	
  (2010).	
  Demographics	
  of	
  Homelessness	
  Series:	
  The	
  Rising	
  

Elderly	
  Population.	
  Research	
  Matters,	
  April,	
  1-­‐8.	
  Homelessness	
  Research	
  Institute.	
  	
  

 

Shibusawa, T., & Padgett, D. (2009). The experiences of “aging” among formerly homeless 

adults with chronic mental illness: A qualitative study. Journal of Aging Studies, 23(3), 188–

196. doi:10.1016/j.jaging.2007.12.019 

 

Shlay, A. B., & Rossi, P. H. (1992). Social science research and contemporary studies of 

homelessness. Annual Review of Sociology, 18, 129-160. 

 

Skaburskis, A. (2004). Decomposing Canada’s growing housing affordability problem: Do city 

differences matter? Urban Studies, 41(1), 117-149. 

 

Social Planning and Research Council of BC (2005). On our streets and in our shelters . . . 

Results from the 2005 Greater Vancouver Homeless Count. Retrieved October 5, 2013, from 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/planning/homelessness/ResourcesPage/HomelessCount2 

005.pdf. 

 

Statistics Canada (2001). Collective dwellings. 2001 Census: Analysis series. Retrieved October 

5, 2013, from 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/english/census01/Products/Analytic/companion/coll/contents. 

cfm. 

 

Statistics Canada (2012). Collective dwelling. 2011 Census reference material: Census 

dictionary. Retrieved October 5, 2013, from http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census- 

recensement/2011/ref/dict/dwelling-logements002-eng.cfm. 

 

Straka, S. M., & Montminy, L. (2006). Responding to the needs of older women experiencing 

domestic violence. Violence Against Women, 12(3), 251-267. 

 



 

Aging	
  and	
  Homelessness	
  Literature	
  Review	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Gilbrea	
  Centre	
  for	
  Studies	
  in	
  Aging	
  	
  
	
  

65 

Stuart, H., & Arboleda-Flórez, J. (2000). “Homeless shelter users in the 

postdeinstitutionalization era”: Reply. The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry / La Revue 

canadienne de psychiatrie, 45(9), 845. 

 

Toro, P. A. (2007). Toward an international understanding of homelessness. Journal of Social 

Issues, 63(3), 461-481. 

 

Trypuc, B., & Robinson, J. (2009). Homelessness in Canada: A funder’s primer on 

understanding the tragedy on Canada’s streets. King City, ON: Charity Intelligence Canada. 

 

Tully, C. T., & Jacobson, S. (1994). The homeless elderly: America’s forgotten population. 

Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 22(3/4), 61-81. 

 

United Nations Organization (2005). Report on adequate housing (delivered by Miloon Kothari). 

61st session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. Geneva: United Nations 

Organization. 

 

Wakabayashi, C., & Donato, K. M. (2006). Does caregiving increase poverty among women in 

later life? Evidence from the health and retirement survey. Journal of Health and Social 

Behavior, 47(3), 258-274. 

 

Wenzel, S. L., Leake, B. D., & Gelberg, L. (2001). Risk factors for major violence among 

homeless women. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 16(8), 739-752. 

	
  


